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ligious was a sham and a cloak, and she stands out in mere obstinac}r against her own interest, purely to affront her father; let her go on, till she comes to be convinced by her own misfortune ; I'll meddle no more about it.
The eldest sister failed not to relate this story very particularly to her sister, who, very gravely musing on the particulars, answered her sister thus, after several other sober and religious expressions :
Dear sister, says she, this thing has been affliction enough to me; but my father's conduct has always made it double; because he cannot talk of it without resentment and unkindness: if it be really so,
that this is the gentleman Mrs. B--------- told us
the story of yesterday, I should rejoice; nay, though I am loath to be cheated, and what he said of playing the hypocrite with me has made me the more backward to give credit to outsides, yet, were I sure it was a real work of God in him, and that he was become a religious gentleman, you know I have affection enough to rejoice on my own account, and to entertain him after another manner than before: but yet two things make it still remote from me; first, that I have no demonstration of the truth of the fact: and secondly, that, if it is so, he has made no step towards me, and perhaps never may ; and you know, sister, continued she, 'tis no business of mine till he does.
Why, that's true, says the eldest sister; but what must be done then ?
Done! says she, let it alone; let it rest till we hear something or other of it in the ordinary way of such things.
But what must we do with my father ? says the eldest, for he is always talking to me about it.
Do ! says the other, give the same answer to him from me, as I do to you.